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at the age of fourteen. He has seen eighteen others . . .
and he hates lynching with a feeling few Northerners can
know."
I repeat that I picked that review up quite by chance. I
don't want to read: "In this book the shadow of the rope and
the flicker of the flame are a continuously horrible back-
ground." . . . And I don't want to see the poor white
stumble across the landscape below this porch, so emaciated
by the hookworm that his flesh, peering through his rags,
is almost transparent. ... I want to think of this place
as in the Golden Age—jewelled with humming-birds and
laced with the scarlet streak of the cardinal's flying wings.
... It might be. ... Tou could make it so. ... It's
not my job. I've got to go to Baton Rouge to defend New
York against the flower of the Intelligentsia of the Deep
South.
§
I will, for what it is worth, of my own observation make
this note. ... I do not think the structural character of
society in the South has much changed as regards the negro.
If you have the luck to be attached by any ties to any sort
of white family of any standing at all, you will be all right.
Your people will see that you have fairly comfortable cir-
cumstances; they will be untiringly good to your children;
they will develop a devoted affection for some elderly
female of your family who will be allowed to bring up all
their children. ... I am pretending that you are a negro.
It would do us all good if from time to time we pretended
to be negroes. Or poor whites. . . . You will be able to
be gay, languorous, ineffably lazy; ineffably dishonest to
every one else in the world but to the members of the family
of your overlords. They could, for instance, leave the Koh-i-
noor on your kitchen table and you would not touch it. ...
But you would annex the loose cash of any of their guests,
They will see that you have a good cabin; they will pay for
its being painted. They will pinch themseves so that you
go well shod and with a full belly; they will almost ruin
themselves to protect you from all process of laws. You will,

